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ADVERTISEMENT. 


1 [7 may reaſonably be 
i ſuppeſed, that a work 
; 5 elaborate and exp2n- 
ve, with ſuch types, 
vignette, paper, and 
binding, could never 


| have been perfected, in 
9a 3 


ES 
the manner it now ap- 
| pears before a judicious | 


and jaſtidious public, 


without the ſupport of \ 
the firſt perſonaves in 


this kingdom, of the 
two Univerſities, the 
Fl Royal e — | 
| of Artiſts, College of 

Phyſicians, Agricultu- 
ral Society, N aval- | 
Arcbitectural Society, 


| pred Sbiprerig bis, 
| oper wy 


1 makers, ner, 
, | Ship Char ler, Foun, 


CS 7 
In a word, the au- 
thor cannot expreſs his 
| aſtoniſhment at the avi- 
| dity with which the 
| ſubje& of this folio 
has been ſought after, 
| patronized, and pro- 
|| 2ulgated by every de- 
| | ſeription of people 4 
| power and wealth, 
| well in the r 
tal as commercial lines, 


——— PA PD I rn << es 
* — 


— 
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| 
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The -unbounded 

5 | teſtimony, in particu- 
- | lar, of its importance 
rom the NMaval-Ar- 
chitectural Society 1 
far beyontthe reach of 8 

| his pen—but as 
« Eraſme, dans 

© ſes dernieres an- 
nes, payait ſon 

| © diner avec un vo- 


T7 ww 7) 

% Jame! fo the Au- 
| thor by a Folio!” 
Vide, Rapport ſur 
tes encouragemens g 
accorder aux arts et 
| aux artiſtes; fait par 
Gregoire, au nom du 
comité d' inſtruction 


gublique en Octobre, 


| 


1794. 
PRE. 


. 
\ 
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PREFACE, 


— — — 


Coniring . my 
bookſeller about my 
defire to appear in 
print, he told me it 
was indeed a bold un- 
dertaking, yet a very 
common diſorder at 


Wc 2 

preſent, which he 
called by a hard 
name, a caco—/ome- 
| thing; and endea- 
| voured, with much 
| {ſeeming kindneſs and 
| plauſibility, to dil- 
ſuade me from my 
purpoſe, by an old 
| quotation : : Ob that 
“ mine enemy would 
e g rite a book!” but 


| : 
| 
| 


CW 2 
as I was inſtantly con- 
vinced in my own mind 
this proceeded en- 
tirely from envy, and 
his jealouſy of my ap- 
proaching reputation 
in a branchof ſcience, 
in the improvement 
of which he could not 
bear the leaſt ſhadow 
of rivalſhip, I per- 
ſiſted; and he then, 


| i. 3s 
| pretending kindly to 
| ſuppole my ⁊eal for 
| the public-good might 
have outweighed 2 
diſeretion, (whereas I 
was equally convinced 
he only gave way be- 
| cauſe he thought he 
might as well have 
the profits of my book 
as another) began to 
compliment me on 


: 


* 
that ſcore, and then 
gravely obſerved, that 
any thing that was to 


come before great | 


men, ought to have 
a bit of Greek for a 
motto, and ſo he rum- 
maged out zhe fol- 
| /owing /crap, as beſt 
! ſuited, he ſaid, to the 
nature and extent of 


| my deſign: 


Mey GGSN, Af 20) 3 


and very obligingly 
told me, that the En- 
gliſh of it was, 4 
great book is a great 
„ evil. 

But as my views 
are altogether along- 
{ ſhore, and amongſt 
| ſhipping - people, I 
{ thought, as the Greek 


C03 

was for great men, he 
„meant it for profeſſors 
only; and that of courſe 
ſomething ſhould be 
added on my part, 
for plain, practical, 
operative men, of 
common underſtand- 
ing: he ſaid then, 
that muj} be in Latin; 
but that he would, at 
the ſame time, give 

B 


— 


1 

the tranſlation ; and 
that the following 
motto Tas what was 
commonly uſed on theſe 


occaſions : 

Si quid noviſti rectius iſtis, 

Candidus imperti; fi non, his 
utere mecum. 


Vix. Meſſmates, if you have 
a mind to profit by my honeſt 
labours, have at you: if not, 


your own 


you may go to 
way. 


_ Si quid noviſtt rectius iſt is, 
Candidus imperti; fi non, his utere mecum. 


N O ſooner had my 

bookſeller given way 

to my reſolution to 

publiſh, and had fur- 

niſſied the mottos, and 
2 


KEE: 
adviſed me to go to 
work immediately, 
than I began to per- 
ceive (now that all 
oppoſition to my will 
was removed) that he 
was certainly in the 
right, and very friend- 
ly too, in his caution 
of the difficulty and 
danger I was plung- 
ing into; for I proteſt 


3 
I know not where to 
begin! and on Naval 
| Architefure too of all 
ſubects for a country- 
11a1 to attempt! There 
is one ſatisfaction, 
however, left me with 
an honeſt mind, that, 
let me write what I 
may on the ſubject, I 
ſhall never be found 


guilty of piracy (Sew- 
B 3 : 


* — — 


1 

ell calls it plagiariſm); 
for ever ſince I con- 
ceived and built the 
Acorn yacht, I have 
been at much ex- 
pence of books and 
time, to ſee what has 
been ſaid in an c/e- |}, 
mentary way; but, du- 
ring a long and wea- 
riſome cruize, have 
not been able to make 


1 
a ſingle ſeizure; for 


the wnlearned ſay too 


much, and the /earn- 


ed nothing at all ! ſo 
that as my friend Sew- 


ell /ays here again, 


« Exnthilo nihil fit; 


that is, out of no- 


thing you can have 
nothing“ and yet I 


* Sir William Petty's points 
and outlines excepted, 


B 4 


CJ 

find every body con- 
tinually talking and 
vriting about * im- 
perfections of this 
moſt uſeful art, whilſt 
my own humble opi- 
nion is, that an ounce 


| ment outrveighbs a fo- 
io of ſcience; that 
| your experimental is 


| the only uſeful phi- 


of practical experi- 


— — 2 


(©-8$- 3 
loſophy in the nau- 
_ tical way; and that 
no more can be ſaid, 
than that 


THE 


|: <« THE BEST 
| BARK IS THAT 

| WHICH CARRIES 
W THE MOST CAR- 
GO WITH SAFE- 
SY IN THE 
LEAST TIME.” 


GE. D. 


CEE 3 

Herein I reſt the 
merits of my con- 
 firuftion ; and here, in 
pure reſpect to my 
friend's Greek motto, 

J end my loo, con- 
vinced of the truth in 

{ his tranſlation, and 


that very little indeed 
need be {aid about 


any uſeful thing. 


FINIS, 


— — — —— 


AN: explanation of 
her, however, in the 
detail is ever ready 
and open to reſpecta- 
ble inquiry, at Mr. | 
Sewell's in Cornhill, | 
'to whom I am oblig- | 


11 
ed (amongſt other 
civilities) for the 
following particular 
compliment, That 
&« had introduced a 
«© new and happy 
fs 3 of writing, 
& which is, e mak- 
« ing a book ſhorter 
«© than its preface; 
for from a bookſeller 


of his eminent repu- 


2 
tation I muſt ſay my- 
ſelf, that I think it a 
very handſome com- 
pliment indeed, in 
the face of ſo many 
millions of volumes 
with which the trade 
is ſurrounded, and 

the great knack of 
| preface-writing / 


